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Introduction

The USS FISKE was Gearing Class destroyer, the last of the
World War Il design destroyers. She served in the US Navy from
1945 until 1980 and was subsequently transferred to the Turkish
Navy where she served as the TCG Piyale Pasa (D350). The former
FISKE was heavily damaged in 1996 when she ran aground and was
scrapped in early 1999. Altogether the FISKE served two navies for
over 54 years.
Il am titling this report as an 01 nc
Fi ske DD/ DDR 8426 for the simple reas:¢
continuing to try and fill the gaps and inconsistencies to the best of
my ability. Any help in this effort will be appreciated.



The Soul of a Ship

Now, some say that men make a ship and her fame
As she goes on her way down the sea:
That the crew which fi rst man her will give her a name &

Good, bad, or whatever may be.
Those coming after fall in line

And carry the tradition along &

If the spirit was good, it will always be fine o
If bad, it will always be wrong/

The soul of a ship is a marvelous thing.
Not made of its wood or its steel,
But fashioned of memdries and so0nhg¢
And fed by the passions men feel.
|l tds built of ambition, of |jeal
Of friendship, of love, and of fear;
It includes almost all of the makings of life;
| t 6 sured anigrumble & and cheer.

The soul of a ship is a molder of men d
Her spirit lives on through the years.
As she started her life, so she is in the end,;
She shares each new crewmember 6s h
And each man who joins feels the breath of herlife
As he stands up and takes heart againd
So he takes to himself the old sea as his wife,
And the ship has made a man among men.

Arthur A. Ageton
Naval Of fi €18430s Gui (



Namesake

Rear Admiral Bradley Allen Fiske
13 June 1854 6 April 1942

Bradley Allen Fiske was born in Lyons, New York to the
Reverend William Allen and Susan (Bradley) Fiske. His youth was
spent in New York and then in Cleveland and Cincinnati, Ohio. He
received his appointment to the U. S. Naval Academy fro m Ohio on
24 September 1870 and graduated, commissioned as an Ensign, in
June 1874.

During his early service years he served onboard the Sloopsof-
War Pensacola and Plymouth, both ships operating on the Pacific
Station (another name for the Pacific Squadon), operating primarily
between the west coast of the Americas and the Hawaiian Islands. He
also served onboard the paddle steamer Powhatan in the Atlantic.
During this period he received instruction in the then young field of
torpedo warfare.

Fiske was promoted to Master in 1881 and Lieutenant in 1887.
In 1882 he married Josephine Harper and they had one daughter,
Caroline Harper Fiske, born 29 June 1885. During that decade he had
training ship duty onboard the Sloop -of-War USS Saratoga and the
Sailing/S team Frigate USS Minnesota. The Minnesota had been
severely damaged by the Ironclad CSS Virginia (the former USS
Merrimack) but was rebuilt and served until 1898. He also served in
the South Atlantic Squadron onboard the steam sloop USS Brooklyn
and was twice assigned to the Bureau of Ordinance in Washington,
DC.

As one of the Navyods most technol og
supervised the installation of the ordinance onboard the USS Atlanta
bet ween 1886 and 1888. Atlanta was t he
modern steel warships.



Sometime during late 1888 Fiske did a tour of duty at Camp
Osceola on Pensacola Bay in Florida. Between 1888 and 1890 Fiske
was involved in the trials of the large caliber compressed air guns
onboard the USS Vesuvius. It was a promising experiment but it just
di dndét pan out. He al so was involved i
|l Tghting onboard the Navyds new cCcrui se
Phil adel phia was the US Navyds first



Photo # NH 57918 Officers of Second Battalion at North Atlantic Squadron encampment, April 1888
o ™

OFFICERS, SECOND BATTALION BLUE JACKETS.

Lt. Fiske is fourth from left with holstered pistol

During the 189006s Lieutenant Fi ske
the Bureau of Ordinance and also served onboard the cruiser USS
San Francisco and the gunboats Yorktown and Petrel. While serving
onboard the Petrel he took part in the Battle of Manila during the
Spanish-American War. It was during this engagement that Fiske
utilized one of his inventions, the stadimeter, to accurately direct the
American fleetds naval gunnery at the
decorated Erske CondaEBtd in helping i



Photo # NH 94011 King Neptune's Court with Capt. Fiske & LCdr. Dismukes on USS Tennessee

g
Captain Fiske with King Neptune and His court onboard the USS
Tennessee crossing the Equator

Fiske followed the invention of the stadimeter with the
development of optical gun sights and an optical rangefinder . Fiske,
and others, is credited with improving the range and accuracy of
naval gunfire from 6000 yards in 1898 to almost 20,000 yards by WW
I. Fiske also was one of the first proponents of naval air power. He
held a patent for the first aerial torpedo lau nched from an aircratft.
This support of naval airpower put Fiske at odds with then Secretary
of the Navy, Josephus Daniels. The animosity between them, (one of
their opposing views was the removal of all alcohol from naval
vessels by Secretary Daniels) led to Admiral Fiske retiring in June
1916 after serving for 41 years. Admiral Fiske is also credited with
creating the Naval Districts and helped to establish the position of
Chief of Naval Operations. He was a strong advocate of navy
preparedness.Hewasa t i ve i n naval affair

and into the 6300s. Admir al Fi ske
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The first FISKE (DE 143)
Call Letter: NQDA
August 1943 d August 1945

The first FISKE was laid down on 4 January 1943 by the
Consolidated Steel Corporation of Orange, Texas. She was launched
on 14 March 1943 and commissioned on 25 August 1943. FISKE was
sponsored by Mrs. H. G. Chalkley and her first Commanding Officer
was Lt. Commander R. P. Walker. She began service as a convoy
escort with a voyage from Norfolk to Coco Solo, C. Z. to New York
between 12 and 25 November 1943. On 3 December FISKE cleared
Norfolk and the first of three assignments from Norfolk to New York
to Casablanca. During the third of these, on 20 April 1944, her convoy
came under attack by German torpedo bombers in the western
Mediterranean but none came within range of FISKE.




Completing her Casablanca runs with her return to New York
on 21 May 1944 FISKE joined the hunterkiller group formed around
USS Wake Island (C\E 65) at Norfolk 10 June 1944. Five days later
her group sailed to patrol across the Atlantic, putting into Casablanca
to replenish in late July. On 2 August, during a special hunt for
submarines known to be transmitting weather information from a
station in the central Atlantic, FISKE and USS Douglas L. Howard
(DE 138) were detached to investigate a visual contact both had
made. The contactd north of the Azores d was the surfaced U 804,
which quickly dove, but the two escorts picked it up on sonar and
began their attack approach. Suddenly, FISKE was torpedoed on her
starboard side amidships and within 10 minutes she broke in two
and had to be abandoned. Thirty-three crewmen were killed and 50
badly wounded by the explosion, but all crewmen that survived th e
explosion were rescued by the USS Farquhar (DE 139)



